
¥ ¥ 

 

Five Finger Prayer 
This is beautiful - and it is surely worth making the 

5-finger prayer a part of our lives. 

  

1. Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your 
prayers by praying for those closest to you.  
They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for 
our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis once said, a 
'sweet duty.'  
  

2. The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray 
for those who teach, instruct and heal.  This in-
cludes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They 
need support and wisdom in pointing others in 
the right direction.  Keep them in your prayers. 
  

3. The next finger is the tallest finger.  It re-
minds us of our leaders.  Pray for the president, 
leaders in business and industry, and adminis-
trators.  These people shape our nation and 
guide public opinion.  They need God's guid-
ance. 
  

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surpris-
ing to many is the fact that this is our weakest 
finger, as any piano teacher will testify.  It 
should remind us to pray for those who are 
weak, in trouble or in pain.  They need your 
prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too 
much for them. 
  

5. And lastly comes our little finger - the small-
est finger of all, which is where we should place 
ourselves in relation to God and others.  As the 
Bible says, 'The least shall be the greatest 
among you.ô  Your pinkie should remind you to 
pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed 
for the other four groups, your own needs will 
be put into proper perspective and you will be 
able to pray for yourself more effectively. 
  

Don't tell God how big your storm is, 
tell the storm how big your God is!!!!!  
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School Pictures - Retake Day 

November 9, 2011 

November is Thanksgiving time, 
There's such a lot to do... 

But don't forget to thank the Lord 
For all He gives to you. 

~ Jean Gifford 

At this time of Thanksgiving,  
we pause to count  

our blessings.   
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The State of Illinois has just begun offer-

ing a new service connected to your 

driver's license. You can go to the link  

below and add two emergency contacts to 

your license database. Then if you are 

found unconscious or unable to communi-

cate, your license can be scanned by law 

enforcement personnel and the emergency 

contacts retrieved so your loved ones can 

be contacted. 

 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/

departments/drivers/ecd/home.html 

 

Daycare 
Preschool through 2nd grade daycare students need to 

be signed-in and signed-out each day.  The sign-in/

out sheet is located in front of  the daycare office. 
 

Safety Reminderé 
Our kids are the most precious assets we have.  

Please be careful in the parking lot and on Henry 

Drive.  If you are running a little late, please be  

cautious of other students that may be exiting their 

car.  Thank you! 

 

Lunch 
If you are planning to bring in a special lunch  
(i.e. pizza etc.) for your childôs class, please send a 
note to the kitchen and the office to inform them of 
the date and what you will be providing.  Our 
kitchen needs at least a three-day notice for any 
special lunches.  Thank you! 
 
 

Reminder 
For the safety of your child(ren) and to alleviate dis-

missal problems, please send a note to school with 

your child(ren) if: 

 

¥ Your child(ren) is normally daycare and you 

are going to pick-up your child(ren) at the 

end of the school day... 

V 11:30 p.m. - Nursery and Pre-K 

V 3:15 p.m. ï Kindergarten through 4th grade 

V 3:30 p.m. ï 5th through 8th grade 

¥ You are going to pick your child(ren) early - 

before the end of the school day. 

¥ Your child(ren) will be picked-up by  

 another person. 
 

We understand that there are times when your plans 

change in the middle of the day.  If you are unable to 

send a note with your child(ren), please notify the 

office by 10:00 a.m..     
 

Tuition  
Tuition is due on the 1st of the month from August 
through May.  Payment/coupon books are not  
provided by the school.   Please make sure your 

ñfamilyò name appears on the check.   
 

 

Congratulations 

Mr. and Mrs. Braley  

 announced the birth of their son 

 Benjamin William Braley  
 Born on 

 October 25, 2011 

 9 lbs    8 oz 

 Proud NEA sibling: 

 ¥ Danny, Pre-K 

 

  

Congratulations 
Mr. and Mrs. Das 

 announced the birth of their son 

 Brayden Reid Das 
 Born on 

 October 14, 2011 

 5 lbs   17 ½ inches 

 Proud NEA sibling: 

 ¥ Bryson, Nursery 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/ecd/home.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/ecd/home.html
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VIRTUS®  
PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDRENÊ Program 

 

All staff  and all volunteers of Noonan Academy are required to attend a Virtus training session prior to work-

ing with the students.   After completing the training session a certificate will be issued that must be kept on 

file at the school.   

 
¥ Every staff member, regardless of position, will be required to attend the training session.  

¥ Every volunteer, regardless if you volunteer once or for the entire year, will be required to attend the training session.  This in-

cludes all grades (Nursery ï 8th grade.)  Some examples include but are not limited to the following: 

¥ If you plan to go on a fieldtrip ï you must attend a training session.   

¥ If you are a coach for sports (even beginner sports) ï you must attend a training session. 

¥ If you help with the concession stand ï you must attend a training session 

¥ Room Moms ï must attend a training session 

¥ If you help out in a classroom for parties/picnics ï you must attend a training session.   

¥ If you help with chess club ï you must attend a training session.   

¥ If you are a scout leader or helper ï you must attend a training session.   

¥ If you help with Market Day ï you must attend a training session.  

¥ If you help with Book Fairs ï you must attend a training session. 

¥ All HFA Board Members ï must attend a training session. 

¥ Drama Club chaperones/helpers ï must attend a training session 

¥ Cleaning Staff ï must attend a training session 

¥ Fundraising (if you help the student paint items for the dinner dance ï must attend a training session 

¥ Any type of chaperone ï including chaperones for school sponsored activities that are held outside the school (day or evening.)  

i.e.  8th grade trip, chaperones for skating parties, bowling, etc. ï you must attend a training session.  
 

If you have not attended the Virtus training and are interested in volunteering at NEA please go to  

www.virtusonline.org to find a location that is offering this training.  Sessions are offered at various 

parishes/schools throughout the area.         

 g Registration           g View List of Sessions         g Select organization (Joliet, IL  Diocese)  

 

www.virtusonline.org 
 

 

Our children  
are the most  

important gifts 
God has  

entrusted to us. 
 

Protect Them! 

http://www.virtusonline.org
http://www.virtusonline.org
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Noonan Academyõs Dinner Dance could not be possible without the support of  
everyone.  From the smallest donation to the largest excursion we need them all.  

Thank you to everyone who helped with this yearõs victory.   

We raised $61,438.08 
 

A special òThank Youó goes to éé. 

Mary Ellen Born and Tina Burton for the  enormous amount of hard work, late 
hours , sleepless nights, and enthusiasm.  We couldnõt have done this without you!   
 
Mary Ellen and Tina had an òarmyó of parent volunteers helping with the dinner 
dance.  A special thank you goes out to each and every one of them for their hard 
work.  This only goes to show what a small group of dedicated people can do.  Bravo 
to everyone who donated their time, talent, and gifts to make this  dinner dance a 
success.  God Bless! 
 

òWhen courage, genius, and generosity hold hands, all things are possible.ó ðUnknown  
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FOR  

THE  

LOVE  

OF  

A 

CHILD  
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November Birthdays 

May God bless you on your birthday  
and every day. 

 
Nicole Ramirez 11/03 

Eric Von Borstel 11/03 

Riley Fazio  11/04 

Ryan Townsend 11/05 

Maya Bader  11/07 

Andrew McIlheran 11/10 

Erin Plocinski  11/12 

Kyra Noonan  11/13 

Alexandra McElree 11/14 

Brandon Urbancik 11/14 

Tegan Koehler  11/16 

Kayla Yukawa  11/17 

Jeannine Diab  11/17 

Clare O'Connor 11/18 

Gianna Diorio  11/18 

Sophia Cho  11/18 

David DeRubertis 11/22 

Teresa Vickers 11/23 

Bobby Mueller 11/24 

Claire Pohlmeyer 11/24 

Kristianne Villasenor 11/25 

Aidan Villasenor 11/26 

Maria Manzella 11/29 

Megan Smolinske 11/30 

Julia McCarty  11/30 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Primary Building - Playground 
 

As many of you know, our playground 

surface for the primary building has 

been deteriorating over the years and 

was in much need of repair. 

 

Through your fundraising efforts and an 

undeniable understanding that the chil-

drenôs safety comes first, we were able 

to focus our attention on the playground 

this year.  The construction is complete 

and it looks wonderful.  Mrs. Noonan 

would encourage anyone interested in 

seeing the upgraded surface, to feel free 

to visit the school and checkout the new 

playground surface.  

 

Upgrades like this are made possible by 

the generosity of all NEA parents and 

supporters.  Thank you very much for 

your continued support.   

Volunteers don't get paidé 
Not because they're worthless, 
but because they're priceless! 
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Heavenly Hotline 
 

Prayer is a conversation with God.  We can speak, listen, and/or enjoy the silent 

delight.  Prayer always changes us for the better and moves us to follow the Lord. 

 

Our Little Prayer... 

ñLord, we love You, heart and soul, may seek Your face and turn to You.  Make our 

deeds serve You alone and let our hearts be Your throne. ñ 

 

Mrs. Mary Kay Pignotti is working with the kindergarten ï 4th grade students on 

the Heavenly Hotline.   Pictured below are some of our 3rd graders. 

"Seven days without prayer makes one weak." 
Allen Vartlett  
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All Saintsõ Day  
November 1 

The feast honors all the saints of the Church, known and unknown.  The occasion provides us with an  

opportunity to reflect on the nature of sainthood and to celebrate the exemplary faithfulness of holy men 

and woman of every place and time, whose lives and deeds continue to inspire us. 

 

A feast for all martyrs, celebrated in the Eastern Church since the 4th century, it gradually evolved to in-

clude non-martyrs.  It is first found in the West in the 7th century.  In England, it was called Allhallows.  

ñHallowò is from the Old English word for ñholy.ò  Thus ñHalloweóenò is from ñAllhallows even,ò or 

ñthe eve of All Saints.ò 

 

Originally a feast in the Eastern Church for all martyrs, it was extended to the whole Roman Church in 

the 9th century as a feast including non-martyrs.  It was given this date, November 1, to counter a pagan 

feast on the same day.  A vestige of the pagan celebration remains in Halloweôen, ñAllhallows even,ò or 

ñthe eve of All Saints.ò 

 

 

 

All Soulsõ Day 
November 2 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
Since the early Church, Christians have prayed for the dead and by the 7th century, some monastic foun-

dations reserved this day to pray for deceased members and benefactors.  In 988, Odilo, abbot of the great 

monastery of Cluny in France, established the tradition of keeping, ñwith joyous affection, in the memory 

of all the faithful departed who lived from the beginning of the world until the end.ò  By the 14th century, 

the commemoration had spread through Europe and was universally accepted in the Latin Church.  
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St. Gertrude the Great,  November 16 
Virgin 
¥ January 6, 1256 ï November 17, 1301 
¥ Germany 
¥ Patron of the West Indies 
¥ Patron of scientist, philosophers, students 
 

The most important thing we know about St. Gertrude is that she loved God and was very aware of Godôs 
love for her.  When she was five years old, Gertrude was placed in the care of Cistercian nuns.  She was 
very intelligent and became a great scholar. 
 
Then Gertrude became a Benedictine nun herself.  At age twenty-six, Gertrude had the first of her deep 
mystical experiences, which she later wrote about in a book.  Christ encouraged her to spend more time 
studying him.  Her life from that point on revolved around the study of Scripture, prayer, spiritual reading, 
and the liturgy.  Her spirituality centered on the love between Christ and her.  She saw herself as the bride 
of Christ. 
 
Gertrude had a great devotion to the mystery of the Incarnation, along with the Sacred Heart and the Holy 
Eucharist.  She spread devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus years before St. Margaret Mary, who is also 
known for this.  Gertrude carried her love for Christ to others through the prayers she wrote and through her 
journal of mystical experiences.  Books she wrote show her deep understanding of the Incarnation and the 
Trinity.  She is called Gertrude the Great. 
 

Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great 
 

Eternal Father, I offer thee the Most Precious Blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the 
Masses said today for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners every where, for sinners in the 
universal church, those in my own home, and in my family.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
Our Lord told St Gertrude the Great that this prayer would release 1000 souls from Purgatory each time it is 
said.  It has been extended to include living sinners also.  
 
¥ Begin with the Apostles Creed, One Our Father, Three Hail Maryôs and a Glory be to the Father 
¥ On each Large Bead: say the Our Father 
¥ On each small Bead: say the following:   

Eternal Father, I offer thee the Most Precious Blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the 
Masses said today for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners every where, for sinners in the 
universal church, those in my own home, and in my family.  Amen. 

¥ At the end of each decade:   
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, open the hearts and minds of sinners to the truth and the light of God 
the Father. Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for the conversion of sinners and the world.   
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever will be, world without end.  Amen. 

¥ Repeat the above prayers for each decade, beginning with an Our Father on the large beads. 
¥ Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for the conversion of sinners and the whole world. 
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Birthday Guidelines 
Nursery ð 8th Grade 

 

¥ If you plan to send a treat to school to celebrate your childôs birthday, you must provide 

the treat for both classrooms within the grade.  (If your child is in 1
st
 grade, you must bring 

the same treat for both first grade classrooms; if your child is in 8
th
 grade, you must bring 

the same treat for both 8
th
 grade classrooms, etc.) 

 

¥ Please check with your child's homeroom teacher before sending birthday treats to school.  

Each teacher sets rules about the timing and scope of in-class celebrations.  Ask the teacher 

how many students are in both classrooms ï so you are aware of how many treats are 

needed.  Please give a two-day notice to the teacher/office/kitchen when you are providing 

a lunch/pizza for the classrooms.   

 

¥ To ensure the safety of all children we do not allow peanuts or nuts of any kind at school.  

All food brought into the classrooms must be peanut/nut-free.  Please read the labels of 

items purchased at the store and do not send in items that contain nuts.  Home baked goods 

may not be served at school.  All items must follow the Academyôs nutritional guidelines.   

V No artificial coloring 

V No artificial flavors  

V No preservatives 

V No aspartame  

V No Splenda 

V No NutraSweet 

V Any form of cookies, cupcakes, candy, donuts, pop etc ï is not accepted because 

of the sugar content and/or the artificial coloring, flavors, and preservatives 

 

¥ Parents may choose not to provide birthday ñfoodò treats.  Instead, they may participate in 

their childôs birthday celebration in other ways, such as providing a small non-food 

ñgoodieò for classmates (e.g. stickers, a pencil, a small toy, etc.)  Please do not include 

candy in ñgoodieò bags.  Also do not send toy guns or knives in the ñgoodieò bags.    

 

¥ Birthday Party Invitation ï If you are going to pass out birthday party invitations at school, 

you must include an invitation for all of the students in your childôs classroom, or you may 

invite all the girls in your childôs classroom, or all the boys in your childôs classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

No MSG 
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P  reschool F  all F  est 

Thank you  

to all the  

preschool 

 parents that 

helped with 

our Fall Fest. . 



NOONAN ACADEMY Page 14 

PROUD 
 TO  
BE  
ME 
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Spooky Buddies 
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Christmas Programs -2011 

Schedule 
 

¥ Band & Choir Concert  ........................................... Wednesday ï December 7 @ 7:00 p.m. 

¥ 5th ï 8th Grade Program (All Students) .................. Friday ï December 16 @ 7:00 p.m. 

¥ Nursery (All Students) ............................................. Saturday ï December 17 @ 9:00 a.m. 

¥ Pre-K (All Students)................................................. Saturday ï December 17 @ 10:00 a.m. 

¥ Kindergarten (Gordon, Staszewski) ....................... Saturday ï December 17 @ 11:00 a.m.  

¥ 1st Grade (Dreyer, Galloway) .................................. Saturday ï December 17 @ 12:00 p.m. 

¥ 2nd Grade (Ryan, L. Siamis) .................................... Saturday ï December 17 @ 1:00 p.m.  

¥ 3rd Grade (Gualandri, Habas) ................................. Saturday ï December 17@ 2:00 p.m.  

¥ 4th Grade (Plocinski, S. Siamis) ............................... Saturday ï December 17@ 3:00 p.m. 
 

All performances are held in the Junior High Gym. 

Holiday Season 
Building Schedule  

 

 

 

The BUILDING  WILL  BE CLOSED on the following dates --  NNOO  DDAYCAREAYCARE 

¥ Thursday, November 24, 2011 ............... Thanksgiving Day (Building Closed) 

¥ Friday, November 25, 2011  ................... Thanksgiving Holiday (Building Closed) 
¥ Monday, December 26, 2011  ................. Break for Christmas Day (Building Closed) 
¥ Monday, January 2, 2012 ....................... Break for New Yearôs Day (Building Closed)  

 

 

C H R I S T M A S  B R E A K  D E C E M B E R  2 4  ï J A N U A R Y  8 ,  2 0 1 2   

Last day of school for students is Friday, December 23 

Classes resume on Monday, January 9, 2012 

 

Please mark your calendar! 



NOONAN ACADEMY Page 19 

Thank you very much to the Bengtson family  

for their generous donation.   

We raised $6,000 


