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Food for Thought 
"Count your blessings instead of your crosses;  

Count your gains instead of your losses.  

Count your joys instead of your woes;  

Count your friends instead of your foes.  

Count your smiles instead of your tears;  

Count your courage instead of your fears.  

Count your full years instead of your lean;  

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.  

Count your health instead of your wealth;  

Count on God instead of yourself."  

~ Unknown  
 

 
 

Live Like The Child 
Live like the child in the present, 

Cherish each moment somehow. 

Glory in life as it passes, 

Hold and delight in the now. 

Walk in the light of the present, 

Live every moment as the last. 

Dimmed not by the rays of the future, 

Nor clouded by shades of the past. 

Live Like the Childé 

                                    Live Now...                                           

     ~Jean Warren 

February Mass Schedule  

Feb. 3 Feb. 10 Feb. 17 Feb. 24 

Mass 

NEA 2:00 

Mass 

NEA 2:00 

Mass 

NEA 2:00 

Mass 

NEA 2:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Income Tax Alert 
School Deduction 

 

We have been advised by 

our accountants to use the following proce-

dure when filing for your school tuition de-

duction. 

 

Use Green Pines Academy (our new  

corporate name as of September 1, 

2001) and the new FEIN # 36-4416591. 

    

    

May this feast day of love be filled with all 

the things that make life specialé 

éwords of comfort 

éacts of kindness 

ésongs of joy 

éthe blessings of peace. 

 

A Saint Valentine's Day Prayer For You 
 

May my love for you 

always reflect God's love. 

May your goodness always  

reflect God's goodness. 

May the Holy Spirit unite us, 

and may Mary keep us 

close to her immaculate heart. 

May every blessing from heaven 

be yours always. 

     ~Amen  

 

  

Happy  
øBKFMSçMFºR  

Day 
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Tuition  

Information 
 

Full tuition is 

due on the 

first day of 

each month. 

 

  

Full tuition is 

due  

regardless of 

absence or  

holidays. 

 

 

A late fee of 

$10.00 will 

be charged 

for tuition  

payments 

that are  

received after 

the 5th of the 

month. 

 

Parents/guardians, 

Please continue your unending patience 

and support in regards to our pickup 

and drop-off procedure.   

Please understand that no child 

should be walking across the parking 

lot from building to building or  

jumping out of the car to get his/her  

sibling(s.)  Students will not be  

released to siblings.    

Once again thank you for your support.                    

 Please remember  

to save your  

Aurelioôs  

Pizza Shields.   

 

Our Aurelioôs fundraiser 

is off to a great start.   

We received $93.50 for 

the shields we have  

collected so far.   
 

It is simple.  When you order takeout or delivery 

pizzas from Aurelioôs, just cut out the shield on 

the top of the box and send it in with a student or 

drop it off in the Primary or Jr. High office.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aurelios.png
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10 Ways to help build your childôs study skills 
 

1. Set up a regular study time in a quiet, com-

fortable place where your child wonôt have 

distractions.  

2. Encourage daily study, even if thereôs no 

homework.  Reading and reviewing lessons 

will get your child in the habit of studying 

every day. 

3. Make sure your child keeps track of assign-

ments and has all the study tools needed for 

homework. 

4. Allow study breaks every 20 minutes or so, 

and offer nutritious snacks. 

5. Help your child break large tasks into sev-

eral smaller ones to study more efficiently. 

6. Have your child set goals before each  

 assignment and organize study priorities to 

reach them. 

7. Teach your child the value of being organ-

ized and keeping homework together. 

8. Use study aids, such as quizzes, flash cards, 

and reading out loud to you. 

9. Let your child know itôs OK to ask teachers 

for help and that youôre available too. 

10. Consider having your child study with a 

partner if it helps both of them to do better. 
 

REMEMBER- Always reward your childôs efforts 

to build study skills.  Praise goes a long way! 

 

Winter Recess 
Our students will be going outside for recess on 

days when the temperature is above 20 degrees 

(including wind chill.)  Please make sure that your 

child(ren) is coming to school with a hat, gloves, 

and scarf.  It is recommended that the girls bring a 

pair of pants or leggings to put on under their 

jumper when they are playing outside.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Camp  
Remember the Academy does not have a summer 

camp program.  An alternative for preschool aged 

children would be the Bobbie Noonan Child Care 

facilities.  The local locations are:  Frankfort  ï 

8717 West Lincoln Hwy (815) 469-2627; and 

Tinley 2 ï 17051 Grissom Drive (708) 532-5566.  

They also have locations in Homer Glen, Joliet, 

Lockport, Palos Hills, and Worth/Alsip.  For  older 

children, Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort  

(815) 469-2319 would be an excellent choice.   

Remember, many of these camps fill up quickly, 

so please make arrangements on a timely basis.  

 

 

 

òSnowmen come from Heaven, 
one piece at a time" 

 

 

Tardy 
One of the biggest concerns from our staff is the 

number of students who consistently arrive late and 

disrupt their class.  The staff feels that tardiness is 

very inconsiderate and unfair to the children who 

are here on time.   

 

ü Each time a child is tardy the 

parent must come into the  

 office and sign the child in.  
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DiNolfoõs Banquet Hall 
DiNolfoôs parking lot is a private parking lot.  Due 

to liability, we have been asked by DiNolfoôs not 

to use their parking lot. This includes short term 

parking at the end of the school day and long term 

such as assemblies, field trips, HFA meetings, pic-

nics, or open house.  Parents, we need to respect 

DiNolfoôs request and find an alternative parking 

spot.  If the problem continues, DiNolfoôs has in-

formed us that they will start to tow cars.  Thank 

you! 

 

Mailboxes and Driveways  
Several of our neighbors have complained about 

our parents parking in front of their driveways and 

mailboxes.  If we block their driveway, their cus-

tomers and employees cannot enter or exit and it 

disrupts their mail delivery.  This makes our 

neighbors very upset at Noonan Elementary Acad-

emy.  Even if you are just running into the building 

for a minute or if you are in a pick-up line, please 

do not block a driveway or mailbox ï you must 

leave fifteen feet clearance on either side of the 

mailbox.  This is simple courtesy to our neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Noonan Elementary Academy 
Emergency School Closing Information 

 

 

In an effort to make notification of an emergency school closing as efficient and quick as possible, 

Noonan Elementary Academy has adopted a new automatic calling system.  In case of a school closing, 

our ñphone blastò will start and all of our families will be called simultaneously. In addition to the 

phone blast, you may also check the following: 

 

1. Listen to WGN radio (AM ï 720) or WBBM radio (AM ï 780) between 6:30 and 8:00 A.M. or 

watch CBS ch. 2, NBC ch. 5, ABC ch. 7, FOX ch. 32, or cable for closing information.   

2. Go to the public website at www.emergencyclosings.com and search for the facility by typing the 

name and city of the facility. 

3. Check the internet for your local news and school closings.  

4. You can get a free e-mail notification (sent to your computer) simply by signing up for the service 

on the ECC website (www.EmergencyClosings.com).  If you no longer want to receive the e-mail 

notification you can simply remove your name from the ECC website.  ECC pays for this ñfreeò 

service by selling advertising on the e-mail message, but they do not sell the list of e-mail sub-

scribers. 
 

A bell is no bell 'til you ring it, 

A song is no song 'til you sing it, 

And love in your heart 

Wasnôt put there to stay - 

Love isnôt love 

'Til you give it away. 

~Oscar Hammerstein 

 

 

January 29 - February 5, 2012 



NOONAN ACADEMY Page 6 

February Birthdays 
May God bless you 
on your birthday  
and every day. 

 

 

Gabriella Savarino 02/01 

Jill Cook  02/02 

Dominic Tobin 02/04 

Matthew Bucyk 02/04 

Will Funk  02/05 

Matthew Lawler 02/05 

Duncan DeProfio 02/06 

Mairead Littleton 02/06 

Carmella Brazzale 02/08 

Gianna Cox  02/09 

Sophia Bader  02/09 

Donald Carlson 02/10 

Joshua Szarzynski 02/12 

Mary Clare Simon 02/13 

Gavin Kenny  02/15 

Molly Knight  02/15 

Allie DeRubertis 02/16 

Danica Greenawalt 02/16 

Bobby Ronspies 02/17 

Blake Gorman  02/18 

Blaine Gorman 02/18 

Elizabeth Carroll 02/19 

Aimee Habas  02/19 

Shealagh Littleton 02/19 

Edan Czarobski 02/20 

John Townsend 02/21 

Azalea Sevcik  02/21 

Caitlin Chekytis 02/22 

Isaiah Orlandi  02/22 

Amber Dennehy 02/23 

Stephanie Duensing 02/24 

Michael Dunn  02/26 

Lucy O'Connor 02/26 

Julia Mann  02/27 

Noah Swerhun  02/28 

Veronica Kirsch 02/28 

 

 

 
 

39th Annual 

March for Life 
Monday, January 23, 2012 students 

from around the Chicago land area 

headed to the Nationôs Capital to be a 

part of history at the 38th Annual 

March for Life.  During their journey 

they made new friends, reconnected 

with old friends, and realized how uni-

fied the pro-life movement truly is.  
 

The theme for the 2011  

March for Life is. . .  
  

Thou shalt Protect the Equal Right to 

Life of Each Innocent Born and Pre-

born Human in Existence at Fertiliza-

tion. No Exception!  No Compromise!  
 

Life is All about Respect 

Alumni Newsé 
 

Benet Academy 
Johan Widmann, a Noonan Academy student 

last year and now a freshman at Benet Acad-

emy in Lisle, completed his first semester 

with straight A's and attained the distinction 

of First Honors.  He was a member of the 

freshman soccer team in the fall, and is cur-

rently playing for the school's chess team 

which were co-champions in their confer-

ence.  
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St. Blasé 
February 3 

 

Bishop and Martyr 
¥ Died 316? 

¥ Central Turkey 

Patron of protection against throat diseases, wild animals, patron of wool combers, wax 

makers 

 

If you are already familiar with St. Blasé, it is probably because of the blessing of throats ï a 

Catholic custom on his feast. 

 

According to tradition, Blasé had been a doctor before he was ordained a priest.  He became 

the bishop of Sebaste (now in central Turkey).  During a period of persecution, he fled to a 

cave where he lived as a hermit.  It is said that he cured and tamed the wild animals there.  One 

day hunters discovered him and took him to the governor, who sentenced him to be tortured 

and killed. 

 

About four hundred years after his death, many stories began to be told about Blasé, and he be-

came a popular saint, especially in France and Germany.  One legend says that while Blasé 

was in prison, a mother brought him her small boy, who was choking on a fishbone stuck in 

his throat.  Blas® prayed over the child, and he was healed.  Every year on St. Blas®ôs feast, 

two candles tied with ribbon in the shape of an X are used to bless throats.  In the prayer, the 

Church prays that those blessed may be delivered from diseases of the throat and from every 

other illness.  Candles are used because of another story:  It is said that while Blasé was kept in 

a dark prison, a woman secretly brought him some candles and food. 

 

Blasé is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, saints who were patrons for almost every aspect of 

life.  People in the Middle Ages showed devotion to these saints as a group. 
 

 

 

St. Blasé, pray for us! 

 
òWinter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of 
a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire; it is the time for home.ó 

~ Edith Sitwell 
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St. Valentine 
 

Valentine was a holy priest in Rome, who, with St. Marius and his family, assisted the martyrs in the per-

secution under Claudius II. He was apprehended, and sent by the emperor to the prefect of Rome, who, 

on finding all his promises to make him renounce his faith in effectual, commended him to be beaten 

with clubs, and afterwards, to be beheaded, which was executed on February 14, about the year 270. Pope 

Julius I is said to have built a church near Ponte Mole to his memory, which for a long time gave name to 

the gate now called Porta del Popolo, formerly, Porta Valetini. The greatest part of his relics are now in 

the church of St. Praxedes. His name is celebrated as that of an illustrious martyr in the sacramentary of 

St. Gregory, the Roman Missal of Thomasius, in the calendar of F. Fronto and that of Allatius, in Bede, 

Usuard, Ado, Notker and all other martyrologies on this day. To abolish the heathens lewd superstitious 

custom of boys drawing the names of girls, in honor of their goddess Februata Juno, on the fifteenth of 

this month, several zealous pastors substituted the names of saints in billets given on this day. 

 

The Origin of St. Valentine  

The origin of St. Valentine, and how many St. Valentines there were, remains a mystery. One opinion is 

that he was a Roman martyred for refusing to give up his Christian  faith. Other historians hold that St. 

Valentine was a temple priest jailed for defiance during the reign of Claudius. Whoever he was, Valentine 

really existed because archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb and an ancient church dedicated 

to Saint Valentine. In 496 AD Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a celebration in honor of his mar-

tyrdom.  

 

The first representation of Saint Valentine appeared in a The Nuremberg Chronicle, a great illustrated 

book printed in 1493.  Alongside a woodcut portrait of him, text states that Valentinus was a Roman 

priest martyred during the reign of Claudius the Goth [Claudius II]. Since he was caught marrying Chris-

tian  couples and aiding any Christians who were being persecuted under Emperor Claudius in Rome 

[when helping them was considered a crime], Valentinus was arrested and imprisoned. Claudius took a 

liking to this prisoner -- until Valentinus made a strategic error: he tried to convert the Emperor -- where-

upon this priest was condemned to death. He was beaten with clubs and stoned; when that didn't do it, he 

was beheaded outside the Flaminian Gate [circa 269]. 

 

Saints are not supposed to rest in peace; they're expected to keep busy: to perform miracles, to intercede. 

Being in jail or dead is no excuse for non-performance of the supernatural. One legend says, while await-

ing his execution, Valentinus restored the sight of his jailer's blind daughter. Another legend says, on the 

eve of his death, he penned a farewell note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, "From your Valentine." 

St. Valentine was a Priest, martyred in 269 at Rome and was buried on the Flaminian Way. He is the Pa-

tron Saint of affianced couples, bee keepers, engaged couples, epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy mar-

riages, love, lovers, plague, travelers, young people. He is represented in pictures with birds and roses. 

  
 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
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Saint Josephõs Prayer 
Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, 

so prompt before the Throne of God, I place in you, all my interests 

and desires. Oh, Saint Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession, 

and obtain for me, from your Divine Son, all spiritual blessings, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. So that having engaged here below your heavenly 

power, I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of fathers. 

(Here, ask favor) 

 

Oh, Saint Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you, and Jesus asleep in 

your arms. I dare not approach, while He reposes near your heart. 

Press Him in my name, and kiss His fine head for me, and ask Him to return 

the kiss when I draw my dying breath.  

Saint Joseph, Patron of Departing Souls, pray for uséAmen 

 
 

 

 

Say this prayer for nine consecutive mornings. 
 

 

This prayer was found in the fiftieth year of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. In the 1500's it was sent by the Pope to Emperor 

Charles when he was going into battle. 

 

Whoever reads this prayer or hears it or carries it, will 

never die a sudden death, nor be drowned, nor will poison 

take effect on them. They will not fall into the hands of the 

enemy nor be burned in any fire, nor will they be defeated 

in battle. 
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Target and Take Charge of   
Education Program 

 

 

 

Target donates up to 1% of purchases made using the REDcard SM to eligible schools designated by our 

guests.  If you are interested in getting involved in this easy way to  

support NEA, please visit the following locations:   

 

 

è  Visit Target.com/tcoe 

è  Stop by the kiosk in your favorite Target store 

è  Call 1-800-316-6142 

 

 

It does not cost the cardholders anything to sign up for the program, and you can designate NEA to get the 

donation.  Everyone can participate in this program - parents, teachers, community members, and family 

members.  Thank you to the families that have already signed up and are participating in the Target for Edu-

cation Program.  

 

St. Blasé day is February 3 
 

Throats will be blessed during the school day.  Parents, please  

remember to have your throats blessed at the weekend mass. 
 

 

O God, deliver us through the intercession of Thy holy bishop and 

martyr Blase, from all evil of soul and body, especially from all ills 

of the throat; and grant us the grace to make a good confession 

in the confident hope of obtaining Thy pardon, and ever to praise 

with worthy lips Thy most holy name. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.       
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Our 6th grade students, under the direction of Mrs. French, performed a  
puppet show for our 2nd graders, our 5th graders, and our 7th graders.   

 
No Promises in the Wind 
By: Irene Hunt 
 
Synopsisé In 1932, America was in the depths of a deep depression. A job, food to fill you, a place 
to sleep, and shoes without holes--for millions of people, these simple needs were nothing more 
than dreams. At 15 years of age, Josh had to make his own way through a country of angry, fright-
ened people. This is the story of a young man's struggle to find a life for himself in the turbulent 
1930s.  

 

 

GREAT  
DEPRESSION  

 

CHICAGO  

 

JOSH  

 

EMILY   

 

JOEY  

 

HOWIE  

 

NO JOBS  

 

MONEY  

 

FOOD 

 

PIANO  

 

GREAT 

SINGER  

 

BANKS 

CLOSED  

 

LONNIE  

 

BANJO  

 

SUFFERED  

 

STRUGGLES  

 

CIRCUS  

 

TRAIN  

 

 

javascript:void(0);


NOONAN ACADEMY Page 13 

Our  
Students Are  

100 Days Smarter 
 

One hundred days of learning, 

One hundred days of fun, 

One hundred days to work and play, 

Aren't we the lucky ones? 

 

 

 

Today, Tomorrow,  
and  Alwaysé 

Let the Learning Begin. 
 

 
January 30, 2012 

The 100th day of school.  
Today, 100 pieces of love  

goes out to all  
NEA families! 

 

100 Is a Lot 

100 dogs, 100 cats, 

100 heads for 100 hats. 

100 women, 100 men, 

100's more than 5 or 10. 

100 buttons, 100 coats, 

100 sails for 100 boats. 

100 cookies, 100 cakes 

100 kids with bellyaches! 

100 shoes, 100 socks, 

100 keys for 100 locks. 

100 puddles mighty dirty, 

100's even more than 30. 

100 daughters, 100 sons, 

100 franks on 100 buns. 

100 trees, 100 plants, 

100 picnics, 100 ants! 

100 is a lot to count, 

100 is a LARGE AMOUNT! 

100 kisses, 100 hugs, 

100 bats, 100 bugs. 

100 bees, 100 birds, 

This poem has 100 words! 

~ Meish Goldish 
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The 3rd Grade Brownie Troop is helping our planet and Noonan Academy! 
 

The girls are working on a Leadership Journey where they need to choose a Take Action Pro-

ject to make the world a better place.  The project that they choose was to set up a Recycling 

Program at Noonan.   They bought recycle bins with money that they raised from their 

Brownie Troop and have posters for each classroom and office.  The girls went from room to 

room explaining; what, how and why each student should recycle. 

"Let every individual and institution now think and act as a responsible trustee of 
Earth, seeking choices in ecology, economics and ethics that will provide a sustainable 
future, eliminate pollution, poverty and violence, awaken the wonder of life and foster 

peaceful progress in the human adventure." 
~ John McConnell, founder of International Earth Day 
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Will County Forest Preserve  
 
On January 10, staff members from the Will County Forest Preserve came to the Academy to teach 
our third graders about bird beaks.  
 
One of the most noticeable adaptations that birds have developed over the generations, is a beak 
well suited to the type of food most commonly consumed by that species. 
 
Many birds feed mainly on seeds, nuts, and berries. The beaks of these birds are often cone-
shaped, making it easier to crack hard shells. 
 
Our third graders used tools that are shaped similar to bird beaks such as tweezers, a strainer, scis-
sors, or pliers to illustrate just how efficient those beaks can be.    
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T 

2012 Science Fair Winners 

6th Grade Winners  
 

1ST Place  

Spencer Andrews  

Sebastian Adkins  

 

2nd  Place  

Emma Eckenstein  

Stephanie Duensing  

 

3rd  Palce  

Karina Liptak  

Tom Burchett/Tom Huguelet  

 

 

7th Grade Winners  
 

1ST Place  

Annie Murphy  

Bob Mueller  

 

2nd  Place  

Allie DeRubertis  

 

3rd  Palce  

Abby Smolinske/Rebecca Wilko   

 

8th Grade Winners  

 
1ST Place  

Ryan Townsend/Conor Townsend  

Justin Lumanga  

 

2nd  Place  

Christina Koranda  

 

3rd  Palce  

Jake Lambert/ Josh Lambert  

Sami Akkawi  

 

hank you very much  
to all of our judges.  

 

¥ Mrs. Bruno 
¥ Dr. Jedlicka 
¥ Mrs. Vilutis 
¥ Mr. Widmann 
¥ Mrs. Pagni 

¥ Mrs. Eminger 
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Thank you to all the families who participated in  

the ñgiving treeò to help Father Mattôs parish.   

We were able to make Christmas a little brighter  

for a few families. 
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Up-and-Coming Artistsé. 
 

Two of our 3rd grade students,  

Edward Taylor, II (left) and  

Samuel Fewkes (right,)  

are drawing portraits of each other.  

ñArt enables us to find ourselves and  
lose ourselves at the same time.ò 


