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December 20

L Spat

Sweet Baby Jesus

poem by
Edna Massimilla.

Sweet Baby, Jesus, gentle and mild
Born in a manger, sweet, Holy, Child,
Shepherds and Wise Men came from afar,
Seeking a Savior, they followed a star,

Sweet Baby, Jesus, sent from above,
Son of our Father gift of God's love,
In realms of glory, angels did sing
Heavens rejoiced as they welcomed a

King.

Sweet Baby, Jesus, Mary's sweet Child,
Light of our life, sweet Babe so mild,
There in a manger, Thou art adored,

Jesus, we greet Thee, our Savior, our Lord.

Sweet Baby, Jesus, send peace to earth,
Lift up all hearts through Thy holy birth.
Now at Thy crib, as evening draws nigh,

Hear this our praises from earth to the

skies.

@@%@M

December Mass Schedul

Dec. 2 Dec. 8 Dec. 16 Dec. 23
Friday *Thursday Friday Friday
Mass Mass Mass Mass
NEA 2:00 § NEA 2:00 § NEA 2:00 § NEA 2:00
Holy Day
of
Obligation
e
is |
ea
lov

Dear God,

When | have foodé.
help me remember the hungry.

When | have work €.
help me to remember the jobless.

When | have a warm ho
help me to remember the homeless.
When | am without pai:

help me to remember those in pain.

Make me concerned enough to help, by word
and deed, those who cry out for what we take
for granted.

Amen
~ Mary Conover (2007)
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a4y St.Malachy and Precious Blood Geungider
L

?/07-) With the holiday season upon us, our thoughts are turning to helping needy
% o children and families. The spiritual formation of our students includes
helping others less fortunate. In the past, we have adopted very poor families from
various inner city parishes. Every year, Father Matt has been overwhelmed by the
generosity of our children and families.

Il f you would I|Iike to participate, we have
families. On Monday, November 28 two trees were set up, one in the elementary build-
i ng (daycare/ assistant principal 6s offi ce
The trees will bear ornaments that will list items that our families are in need of.
Choose one or as many as you would like to purchase.

¥ Wrap the item

¥ Securelyattach the ornament to the wrapped gift

¥ Place the gift underneath the tree in the primary building or the junior high

building

If you prefer not to shop, we will gladly accept any monetary gifts to purchase food gift
certificates. Please put the check in an envelope marked Father Matt (St. Malachy and
Precious Blood Church) and send it to the main office Please make checks payable to
NEA.) Return by Monday, December 19, 2011.

oTo give without, an
or any notice,
has a speci al q | 1t
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We are in needj]o

If Santa happens to bring you a new dligite
camera for Christmas, please considgr do
ing your old camera to the school. e Wi

certainly put it to good Eeliz Navidad

"God, our Father we pray —
that You will protect our children. F
Keep them from harm
and help them grow
healthy in mind and body.
Give them the strength to keep

their faith in You,
and keep alive their joy
in the Birth of Jesus
at Christmast:
oPray that the glii g
to everyone, and we will rememb
the greatest gift of all,
God's Son. 6
@& S & A *
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Christianity

In the home. it is kindness; .
In the business it is honesty; @(M CQWM
In society it is.. courtesy;, B
In work... it is fairness; ”
Toward the unfortunate it is sympathy; . .
Toward the weak it is help; Congratulations Mrs. Irene Studnicka
Toward the wicked. it Is resistance; our art teacher, on your marriage to J
Toward the strong it is trust; Studnick
Toward the penitent it is forgiveness; udnicka. (?%@
Toward the successtulit is congratulation; S
And toward Godt is reverence and obedienceg.



http://www.123greetings.com/events/christmas_world_day/spanish/spanish22.html
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T December
— A i
v HAPPY, _Binhdays
I BIRTHDAY May God bless you
o on your birthday
, and every day.
Christmas Break Tynan Tracy 12/01
Daycare hours for __.e students Abigail Manos 12/02
dayc? Kiera Sajewski ~ 12/02 AY*
Carl Widmann 12/03 )
Week One . Brooklyn Malert 12/07 r )
Monday, December 26 Building Closed Brvson Das 12/07 ))/*‘?.
Tuesday, December 27 Daycare hours6:307 5:45 p.m. Y . ]
Wednesday, December Zaycare hours6:307 5:45 p.m. Meredith Hickey ~ 12/08
Thursday, December 29 Daycare hours6:30i 5:45 p.m. Faith Siemeck 12/08
Friday, December 30  Daycare hours6:301 5:45 p.m. Mary Clare Adkins 12/09
Ethan Drong 12/09
Molly Cole 12/11
\I\fl\é(r?de;; -!]_\all\rl18ary 2 Building Closed Npanes LA
Tuesda;}, January 3 Daycare hours: 6:305:45 p.m. Natalie O Gra.dy 12/12 *’S{J)
Wednesday, January 4 Daycare hours6:30i 5:45 p.m. Robert Franklin, IV 12/14 <
Thursday, January 5  Daycare hours6:30i 5:45 p.m. Grace Hamilton 12/14 ¢ Af
Friday, January 6 Daycare hours: 6:305:45 p.m. Oliver Lach 12/16 ,?f'*\&
Grace Kon 12/17
Rachel Dunn 12/21
Noelle Dunn 12/21
Sebastian Adkins  12/22
We are asking that alldaycare students Grace Huguelet ~ 12/23
return their fAChristmas By GraceCopaver mpl226 soon as
possible. (If you need another form, please contact Colin Rice 12/27
the main office.) These forms are needed to Jessica Gray 12/27
arrange for staffing during Christmas Break. Aidan Daniels 12/28
Michael Maurer ~ 12/28 ) *
Ax ADx ADx Emma Eckenstein 12/29 ﬁ‘L
o) 1 rﬁi ?“j Donovan Bagley — 12/29 ? 2/
b ) )it Hannah Flickinger 12/29 X o
Collin Bagley 12/29
Dev Patel 12/30
Jeannie Huynh 12/30
HOPE- 1st Sunday of Advent Molly Gordon 12/30
g November 27 Jack Gordon 12/30
¢l PEACE- 2nd Sunday of Advent

December 4

JOY - 3rd Sunday of Advent
December 11

LOVE - 4th Sunday of Advent
December 18

DVEN
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Noonan Elementary Academy

Emergency School Closing Information

tgzl* In an effort to make notification of an emergency school closing as efficient and
ji quick as possible, Noonan Elementary Academy has adopted a new automatic

calingsystem.] n case of a school c¢closing, our
Y\ ) families will be called simultaneouslyn addition to the phone blast, you may also
)) (8 check the following:
X o

1. Listen to WGN radio (AM i 720) or WBBM radio (AM i 780) between 6:30 and 8:00 A.M. or
watch CBS ch. 2, NBC ch. 5, ABC ch. 7, FOX ch. 32, or cable for closing information.

2. Go to the public website at www.emergencyclosings.com and search for the facility by typing the
name and city of the facility.

3. Check the internet for your local news and school closings.

4. You can get a free anail notification (sent to your computer) simply by signing up for the service
on the ECC website (www.EmergencyClosings.com). If you no longer want to receive thmail
notification you can simply remove your name
service by selling advertising on the-enail message, but they do not sell the list ofrail sub-

scribers.
Ax Ax ARx
Y. Y. 3Y.
Ve Ver e

Congratul ati on s

Joliet Catholic Academy
v+ Mary Rose Bruno; A Honor Roll
v+ Clayton Smith; A Honor Roll

Moving on is simple.
Nazareth Academy It's \_Nhat W(? leave
v Jaime Munizzi; A Honor Roll behind that's hard.

~ Author Unknown




Robert Franklin, IV
Ruby Grzesiak
Marcus Gualandri
Meredith Hickey
Stefanos Karnezis
Grace Kon
Alexandra McElree
Dante Mele

Dominic Conover
Layla Dennehy
Blake Gorman

Matthew Herman

Martin Misischia

Bridgette Needham

Nicolas Richards-Chung

Avina Thongsavanh
Chloe Tompkins

Sebastian Adkins
Molly Cole
Emma Eckenstein
Jimmy Huguelet
Katie Kowalkowski
Patrick Littleton
Julia Urbancik

Brianna Gray
Charles Horak
Alexandra Hoye
Chnistopher Kaminski
Josh Lambert
Madeline Morrow
Faith Siemeck
Rebecca Wilko
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Noonan Elementary Academy
5 ilYﬁ* o 15t Quarter Honor Roll s RY?* -
* * ~ *
~N 2011 - 2012 ~N
- DONE/ = DONE/ >
Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade
Gold ${onor Roll
Nadine Akkawi GOH Honor Roll goﬂ Fonor Roll goﬂ Honor Roll
Sophia Aurelio Spencer Andrews Allie DeRubertis
Zoey Bengtson Juliana Lynch
Jill Cook
Kyle Gray Lauren Widmann
Philip Lynch
John McGuire
Ethan Drong
Blaine Gorman
Bozek Kaszuba
Mark Ogarek : .
Natalie }%eyes Sibver Honor Roll | | Sifver Honor Roll Silver j{ono. 7 R"E
Rebecca Szarzynski Thomas Burchett Kelsey Cho Alexander Jedlicka-Kniz
Stephanie Duensing Michael Maurer Justin Lumapga
Silver Honor ROE Thqmas Hqgue}et Isabelle Misischia Luke Vilutis
Matthew Bucyk i .Kam%nskl Bobby Mueller . -
; - y Karina Liptak Sami Akkawi
Jasmine Dillman Kayla Vandenberg Nicholas Drong Jeannine Diab

Christina Koranda
Jakob Lambert
Michael McGuire
John Scholl
Meatthew Trzesmewski
Chad Yranela
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V4

. V/
St. Nicholas

December 6

\/,

N

7Y \N

4

]
Bishop

¥ Died 3507
¥ Asia Minor
¥ Patron of Greece, Sicily, Russia, bakers, brides, children, merchants, travelers, sailors

About four hundred churches in England alone are named for St. Nicholas, a very kind and good bishop
who lived in Lycia, which was southeast of Turkey. It is believed he was present at the Council of Nicea.
The many legends about his life make it difficult for us to know exactly how Bishop Nicholas helped the
people in his diocese of Myra to love and serve God and one another.

St. Nicholas was especially kind to poor people who had no one to help them. One story tells how St.
Nicholas freed three unjustly imprisoned officers. Another tells how he brought back to life three innocent
boys who were murdered.

One of the best known stories is about a poor man who did not have enough money for his three daughters
to get married. At that time, a girl had to have a certain amount of money before she could get married. St
Nicholas felt sorry for the man and his daughters. He planned a way to help them. One night Nicholas too
a bag of gold and threw it through an open window into the room where the man was sleeping. St. Nichola
then hurried away, so that the man would not know where the gold came from. Not long after this, St.
Nicholas heard that the eldest daughter had gotten married. St. Nicholas tried his secret trick again. Once
again it worked. This time there was a wedding for the second daughter. Some time later, St. Nicholas
took a third bag of gold and threw it into the I
man caught up with him. The man thanked St. Nicholas over and over again for helping him. His younges
daughter was soon married.

All during his life, St. Nicholas showed his love for God by helping people. Even today, in the Nether-

|l ands, Germany, and Switzerland, on the eve of .
receive gifts from St. Nicholas. In America and England St. Nicholas has come to be known as Santa
Claus.

St Nicholas, pray for us and
help us to give gifts of love to ot}
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A Wreath of CAhﬁznt WMeeks

To guide your household Advent prayer, this
page offers a central theme from the Sunday
scripture readings, along with a brief poem
about Advent candles. This is followed by
a household journal reflection. If you do
not light an Advent wreath at home, at the
beginning of the week you may “light” the

First Sunday of Advent:

Adgent Wight

The Church begins a new year of grace today.
Isaiah invites us to walk in the light of the Lord
as we enter this Advent season. Paul says we
ought to shake off works of darkness; Jesus says
we must stay awake: the Lord will come when
> we least expect it—maybe at night!
) One candle flame shall guide us now.
Its light seems frail, but we believe
It heralds Christ our Light, the one
Our hearts prepare now to receive.

Household Journal: What sorts of “new year’s”
faith resolutions can we make as Advent begins?
How will the Lord’s light shine forth from me?

C ]

candle for each week by drawing a flame on it;
at the end of the week, when the journal item
has been filled in, you may wish to color in
or otherwise decorate the “candle” next to
it. Remember that the candles for weeks one,
two, and four are purple. Week three’s candle

is rose-colored. Blessed Advent!

Second Sunday of Advent:

Adfrent Spirit

The spirit of the Lord rests on God’s Messiah in
many ways, Isaiah says. We don’t sing “Gloria”
at Mass during Advent, but Paul tells us to glorify
God by welcoming others as Jesus did. John the
Baptist also glorifies God by announcing the
coming of Christ in the Holy Spirit.
) M A second candle joins the glow,
And bope grows brighter for our eyes.
The advent of the Christ will soon
Fling wide the gates of paradise.

Household Journal: Whom have we welcomed
as God-among-us? A stranger or newcomer,
perhaps? How can I be a herald, a messenger of
Christ’s coming?

C 1

Third Sunday of Advent:
Adfrent JPatience

James’ letter tells us to curb our impatience.
Isaiah knows it takes time for deserts to bloom,
and often great deeds of the Lord take time.
John the Baptist has patience forced on him
in prison, but he hears the Good News that in
Jesus, the Lord’s great deeds are happening!
) = To pierce the sky, a three-fold light
Ascends with brilliance like the sun;
Our God with human flesh is joined,
In Christ the earth and heav’n are one!

Household Journal: What less important activity
can be postponed so that there is time to do
somethmg for the Lord? Can I be God’s “good
news” for someone?

Fourth Sunday of Advent:

Adfient Messengers

Today King Ahaz receives Isaiah’s prophecy.
Paul, called to be an apostle, tells us of Jesus, son
of David and Son of God. We also hear the story
of the angel’s annunciation to Joseph about the
birth of Jesus: just two short days away!

One candle is a sign of hope,
Two lights proclaim

“Prepare the way!”

Three luminaries sing with joy,
Four flames announce

“Christ comes to save!”

)l/

Household Journal: Do we still listen for God’s
prophets and angels? What do we do when
the message is hard to accept? How might I be
God’s messenger for others?
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How (and Why) to Return to Confession
The Regi sanguidésdor AdeertShare
December 612, 2009 Issu¢ Posted 11/27/09 at 9:01 AM

Peace Of Mind

AfPeace on earth! oo announce the angels at Christm
fession. People sometimes wrongly think of confession as a place of judgment and guilt. We have good new
ltds a place of healing and peace.

The Register challenges each reader this Advent to go to confession and recommend it to at least one other
person. The guide provided here can help. After
America and throughout the world depends on the

The presence of sin can easily lead to depression and anxiety.

You shower to show respect for those around you. Cleansing your soul makes you better to be around, tc

Mortal sinunc onf essed, fAcauses exclusion from Chri st
freedom has the power to make choices forever
Church, No. 1861).

As they leave the confessional, people smile a smile of freedom.

Because love means having to say you are sorry to the one you love.

You will grow in humility, sincerity, and seknowledge.

Blessed Mother Teresa went frequently.

Hoping to convert on your deathbed? Thatds not

It is itself a serious sin to go to Communion if you have serious sin on your soul and have not asked for
forgivenessn confession.

Dondét be scared to death of confession. Be scar

Be strong. Face your sins; deal with them and move on.

Make sure there are no unpleasant surprises at your particular judgment or at the Final Judgment.

The priest will listen to your sins and will never tell a soul on pain of losing his soul. Priests even learn to
forget what they hear.

Step 1
Examine your conscience € using the Ten Commandm

Step 2
You have the choice of facing the priest (if he offers the option) or speaking through a screen.

Step 3
There are no special words you need to say. Greet the priest, and tell him how long it has been since your la

confession. I f itds been awhile, heodoll help you.
Step 4

Be concise, clear, complete and contrite. You ha
be embarrassed. Youdbre not going to tell the pri
Step 5

The priest wondt scold you. I n fact, i f youdve h
wonodt be harsh.

Step 6

Then youol | make an act of contrition. Look in a
sorry for my sins and, with your grace, I owi || t
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Step 7
Do your penance right away, before leaving the church, if possible.

Step 8

Christ has forgiven and forgotten your sins, and the angels and saints are having a party to celebrate.
Confession Definition

AFor a sin to be mortal, three conditions must t
and which is also committed with full knowl edge
Church, No. 1857).

Grave Matter

What constitutes fAgrave mattero? Some common sin
outside marriage (including pornography and masturbation), serious theft, abortion, defamation of character
and purposely getting drunk.

Concerns & Answers

Cand6t | talk to God directly, not a priest, to g
Not according to the Bible. Read John 262&t 2 Corinthians 2:10; and 2 Corinthians 5:18.

If God knows everything we do, then how come we have to go to confession?
You may know your friend broke your i Pod, but wo
didnét say, Al éd&m sorryo?

Doesndét God forgive no matter what?

I f we think of sin as merely breaking rules, it
But sin is real; it hurts us and makes us distant fromchimind unable to enter heaven. We can only be re-
stored if we confess.

Confession just gives people the idea that itods
If a man is confessing drunkenness while he has plans with his buddies to go barhopping and get drunk aga
the coming weekend, he candét be forgiven. He has
start them.

The Act of Contrition

"O my God, | am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and | detest all
my sins, because | dread the loss of Heaven, and the pains of Hell; but most
of all, because they offend Thee, my God, Who art all good and deserving of
all my love. | firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to

do penance, and to amend my life. Amen."

After Confession
Give thanks to God for forgiving you again. If you recall some serious sin you forgot to tell, rest assured that
it has been forgiven with the others, but be sure to confess it in your next Confession.

Do your assigned Penance.

Resolve to return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation often. We Catholics are fortunate to have the Sacramer
of Reconciliation. It is the ordinary way for us to have our sins forgiven. This sacrament is a powerful help to
get rid of our weaknesses, grow in holiness, and lead a balanced and virtuous life.
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Students & Stress.

Watch their nutrition:

Morc and more studics are adamant
about the cffects of our poor nutrition
and stimulation of the central nervous
svstem. Fast food dicts. caticine.

too much sugar. high caloric. high
carbohy drate dicts. all contribute to
the body responding with increased
anxicty and rntability. Similarly. not
gctting proper nutntion. not having
cnough to cat. starvation puts the bodv
into physical shock and adds to cmotional

stress even when our bodies don't realize 11,

Relaxation Exercises & Quick Fixes:

It would be so wonderful if such simple
techmiques such as taking decp breaths,
counting to 1. praving a rosary. cic would
work, The problem here 1s that these are
techmiques deyeloped for adult mentalitics
not kids. They have temporary benefit on
adults at best because adults have the hife
experience. cognitive development. and
stress levels to find some rehef i such
techmiques. Young people are more of a
difficult audience to teach stress relief to
because of their stage of cognitive

dey elopment and hife experience. Some

of these quick fix suggestions achially do
more harm than good for voung people,
Think about 1it. If a voung person comes
to vou 1n need and vou suggest a technique
that is wocfully meffective. what effect do
vou think that will have on the child/teen?
They could become more emotional
distraught because NOW they might fecl
there 1s no solution to their stress.

»Stress Reduction Technigues

Mental Imagery Techniques:

As opposed to adult-like relaxation techmques.
teaching vouny people to rchearse stressful
sitnations can have great benefit, Guide them
through picturing in their mind a potentially
stressful situation and have them image all the
possible things that could happen and tell them
to image an outcome where they make it a
positiy ¢ result.

Teach Positive Coping Skills:

Such as: Don’t procrastinate: break a big task
into smaller. less stressful parts: ask for help:
concentrate on a small part of a bigger problem:
being able to express feclings to others ina
positive. vet direct manner: don't be a
perfectionist: and other skills vou know of,

Avoidance:

Yes. AVOIDANCE. Avoidance gets a negative
reputation and that's unfortunate. Ay oidance

1s not denial. Avoiding stresstul situations i1s not
alwayvs bad. Avoiding responsibility. a leaming
opportunity. procrastination. lacing a duc
conscquence may be a bad thing. But. we're
talking about children here and if they are
overwhelmed with stress about something and
there are no negative consequences if it is
avolded. then they mav get a better hfe lesson
at a later date or when the situation presents
wsclf again. Be patient with them.

In teens and children. ayvoirdance of stress tells
us that they are not ready to handle that
particular responsibiity and with more
maturits and better skills they will do fine.

FUN:
Make sure that voung people have fun in their

lives, Talk about it. encourage it. value it in their

lives. If they are not getting enough fun. plan
with them to mnclude some fun aify. Having
fun 1s a great stress reliever. You may find that
vou will have to take some leadership here and
that's Ok.
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Once again, Student Council participated in
Operation Care Package
During the first part of November,
members of the Student Council collected food
and other items from all homerooms.
All items collected will be packaged and delivered
to the soldiers by Christmas.

O, A0 .1 (AOI " A &l OC
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The Preschool Pow Wow

Pow Wow time is the Native American people's way of gathering together, to join in dancing, sin@ng,
visiting, renewing old friendships, and making new ones. The preschoolers enjoyed their Pow Wol while
creating drums, vests, Native American necklaces, and parading around the school.
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Today a pri
Tomorrow a leader.

4
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Gobble Gobble Gobble Gobble Golgble

Pow Wow Time %S) %S) %S) %S)

Thanksgiving is a special time of the y
It is a time to reflect on the past year
a time to be thankfukiarblessinge have,
and a time to look forward to the year
with a renewed hope for an abundant h

eal

e«
Ve
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She &?ﬂgﬂm’ .:_:f Poinsettia "Ther_e are three
Fegend fas it that a poor child things to
in Merico Ravin nui’.n'ffnj;r lo give ihe remember when
s E'r-f.qr-@ﬁifdin {hﬁ:ﬁn‘ iday gathered teaching:
some w infe tovely fouguels .
"lhe onty giftfe had o ofir. know your stuff;
/en e brought Kis gift o the manger. know whom you
Lhis simple weed was transformed tuffina:
infe a bri red 8oom - a itta. are stuiting,
Now known as the quﬁﬁ and then stuff them

Flower of the Foly Night” elegantly.”

_ ~ Lola May
SOl
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Speech Competition 2011

The 2011 speech competition was held on Friday, Novenibar Mickory Creek. We had 32 students par-
ticipate in the competition. The fourteen groups of students took 12 first place awards and 2 second [place
awar ds. The Judgesdé6 Choice Award is given to| th
We earned the most Judges6 Choice Awards withH 5!
Kaminski, Caitlin Chekytis, Anastasia Karnezis, Molly Cole, Katie Kowalkowski, Jeannine Diab, and Ghris-
tina Koranda. We are very proud of the hard work our students and coaches gave to the Speech conppetitio
program!

‘Speech is power:
! \speech is to persuade,
to convert,
to compel”

~ Ralph Waldo

,‘ Emerson
I | e
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A SOLDIER'S CHRISTMAS

"Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, The very thought brought a tear to my eye,
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone. | dropped to one knee and started to cry.

| had come down the chimney with presents to give, The soldier awakened and | heard a rough voice

and to see just who in this little house lived. "Santa don't cry, for this life is my choice".
As | looked all about, a strange sight | did see, | fight for freedom, | don't ask for more,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. My life is my God, my country, my corps."

No Stockings by mantle, just boots filled with sand, The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep,

On the wall hung pictures of far distant lands. | couldn't control it, | continued to weep.
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, | kept watch for hours, so silent and still,
A sobering thought came through my mind. as we both shivered from the cold night's chill.

For this house was different, it was dark and dreary, | didn't want to leave, on that cold, dark night,
The home of a soldier, | could now see clearly. this guardian of honor, so willing to fight.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and
Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home. pure, whispered, "Carry on Santa...., It's Christmz

Day...., All is secure.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,

Not how | picture a United States Soldier. One look at my watch, and | knew he was right,
Merry Christmas my friend.... and to all a Good
Was this the hero of whom I'd just read? Night.

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?
~ Author Unknown ~
| realized the families that | saw this night,
owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to
fight.

Soon round the world, the children would play,
and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas
day.

They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

| couldn't help wondering how many lay alone,
on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.




