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A Soldier's Christmas Night 

by C.K. Roshong  

 

As I look across the desert sky 

and gaze up at the stars... 

I wonder how the shepherds felt... 

When they saw that King of ours! 

 

It truly was a moment... 

That changed the course of time... 

And through His presence here on earth... 

His message was divine. 

 

But mankind through the years... 

Ignored what Jesus said... 

And struck out at his brother 

in selfishness instead! 

 

The nighttime air is chilling... 

And can take your breath away... 

But for a man who is at war 

it gives you time to pray. 

 

Although it may be Christmas 

and a time for peace and cheer... 

For a soldier in "Harm's Way"  

it's a time of "hope and fear." 

 

You think about your loved ones... 

And the life you've left behind... 

But your country's lasting freedom 

is the focus of your mind. 

 

And as you watch a falling star 

burnout before your eyes... 

You think again about the birth... 

Of the one who made the skies! 

December Mass Schedule  

Oldest/Only 

Dec. 4 

Friday 

Dec. 8 

*Tuesday*  

Dec. 11 

Friday 

Dec. 18 

Friday 

Mass  
NEA 2:00 

Mass 

NEA 2:00 

Holy Day 

of  

Obligation 
 

No Mass Mass 

NEA 2:00 

    

    

Dear God, 

When I have foodé. 

 help me remember the hungry. 

When I have work é. 

 help me to remember the jobless. 

When I have a warm homeé.  

 help me to remember the homeless. 

When I am without painé.  

 help me to remember those in pain. 

 

Make me concerned enough to help, by word 

and deed, those who cry out for what we take 

for granted. 

 

Amen    

~  Mary Conover (2007) 

 May you have é. 
The gladness of Christmas, which is hope;  
The spirit of Christmas, which is peace;  
The heart of Christmas, which is love. 

 

~   Ada V. Hendricks  
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St. Columbanus Reminder 
 

With the holiday season upon us, our thoughts are turning to helping needy children 

and families.  The spiritual formation of our students includes helping others less for-

tunate.  In the past, we have adopted very poor families from various inner city par-

ishes.  Every year, Father Matt from St. Columbanus has been overwhelmed by the 

generosity of our children and families.   

 

If you would like to participate, we have decided to have a ñgiving treeò for the needy 

families.  On Monday, November 23 two trees were set up, one in the elementary build-

ing (daycare/assistant principalôs office) and one in the junior high building (atrium.)  

The trees will bear ornaments that will list items that our families are in need of.  

Choose one or as many as you would like to purchase.   

¥ Wrap the item 

¥ Securely attach the ornament to the wrapped gift  

¥ Place the gift underneath the tree in the primary building or the junior high 

building  

If you prefer not to shop, we will gladly accept any monetary gifts to purchase food gift 

certificates.  Please put the check in an envelope marked St. Columbanus and send it to 

the main office. (Please make checks payable to NEA.)  Return by Monday, December 14. 
 

 

òTo give without any reward  
or any notice,  

has a special quality of its own.ó 
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Student Council Update  
Student Council has been busy 

preparing gifts for our soldiers 

overseas in honor of Veteransô 

Day November 11.  We collected 

1244 stamps from our first dress 

down day of the year on October 

7th. We had our second dress down 

day on October 29 to amass books and magazines to 

send overseas.  Last week we supplied all students 

with materials necessary to create a Christmas card 

for a soldier. We also lead the morning prayers on 

Veteransô Day to show our support and thankfulness 

to all the men and women dedicated to protecting our 

country. This month we are sponsoring a pep rally to 

congratulate all the girl basketball players who 

worked so hard during their season and to show our 

school spirit for the incoming winter sports teams. 

We have also been helping the HFA with the pizza 

day orders on the first of every month. 

 

Football Mania 
Once again thank you for your unending support.  

Our current football Mania winners are: 

 

Week One:  Jerry Huguelet         $500.00 

 

Week Two:  Rebecca Tompkins   $500.00 

  Patrick McKenna       $200.00 

  Janet Czapka         $25.00 

 

Week Three: Mike Hamilton  $20.00 

 

Week Four:    George Skrypek  $500.00 

  Noah and Carrie Klinedinst $50.00 

 

Christianity 
In the home... it is kindness; 

In the business... it is honesty; 

In society it is... courtesy; 

In work... it is fairness; 

Toward the unfortunate... it is sympathy; 

Toward the weak... it is help; 

Toward the wicked... it is resistance; 

Toward the strong... it is trust; 

Toward the penitent... it is forgiveness; 

Toward the successful... it is congratulation; 
And toward God it is reverence and obedience. 

"God, our Father we pray 

that You will protect our children. 

Keep them from harm 

and help them grow 

healthy in mind and body. 

Give them the strength to keep 

their faith in You, 

and keep alive their joy 

in the Birth of Jesus 

at Christmastime.ò 

òPray that the gifts I bring will give joy  
to everyone, and we will remember  

the greatest gift of all,  

God's Son" 
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Christmas Break 
Daycare hours for           students  

 
Week One 
Monday, December 21 Daycare hours: 6:30 ï 5:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 22 Daycare hours: 6:30 ï 5:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 23 Daycare hours: 6:30 ï 5:45 p.m.  

Thursday, December 24 Building Closed   

Friday, December 25 Building Closed  
 

 

Week Two 
Monday, December 28 Daycare hours:  6:30 ï 5:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 29 Daycare hours:  6:30 ï 5:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 30 Daycare hours: 6:30 ï 5:45 p.m.  

Thursday, December 31 Building Closed  

Friday, January 1  Building Closed    
 

School resumes on Monday, January 4, 2010 
 

We are asking that all daycare students  

return their ñChristmas Break Formò as soon as 

possible.  (If you need another form, please contact 

the main office.)  These forms are needed to  

arrange for staffing during Christmas Break. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  
Birthdays 

 
 
 

May God bless you on your birthday  
and every day. 

 
Kiera Sajewski 12/02 
Carl Widmann  12/03 
Taylor Nirchi   12/07 
Faith Siemeck 12/08 
Max Rosner  12/08 
Ethan Drong  12/09 
Molly Cole  12/11 
Kelli Janes  12/12 
Meghan LeMay 12/12 
Julia Gruca  12/12 
Robert Franklin, IV  12/14 
Grace Hamilton 12/14 
Michael Roat  12/16 
Grace Kon  12/17 
Zosia Horak  12/17 
Vincent Carlson 12/17 
Aisling Hanly  12/19 
Patrick Flatley 12/20 
Grace Huguelet 12/23 
Grace Conover 12/26 
Jessica Gray  12/27 
Michael Maurer  12/28 
Emma Eckenstein 12/29 
Olivia Whittingham  12/30 
Jack Gordon  12/30 
Aishani Shah  12/30 
Molly Gordon  12/30 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   

HOPE - 1st Sunday of Advent  

 November 29 

PEACE - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

 December 6 

JOY - 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 December 13 

LOVE - 4th Sunday of Advent  

 December 19 
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Noonan Elementary Academy 
Emergency School Closing Information 

 

In an effort to make notification of an emergency school closing as efficient and 

quick as possible, Noonan Elementary Academy has adopted a new automatic  

calling system.  In case of a school closing, our ñphone blastò will start and all of 

our families will be called simultaneously. In addition to the phone blast, you may 

also check the following: 

 

1. Listen to WGN radio (AM ï 720) or WBBM radio (AM ï 780) between 6:30 and 8:00 A.M. or 

watch CBS ch. 2, NBC ch. 5, ABC ch. 7, FOX ch. 32, or cable for closing information.   

2. Go to the public website at www.emergencyclosings.com and search for the facility by typing the 

name and city of the facility. 

3. Check the internet for your local news and school closings.  

4. You can get a free e-mail notification (sent to your computer) simply by signing up for the service 

on the ECC website (www.EmergencyClosings.com).  If you no longer want to receive the e-mail 

notification you can simply remove your name from the ECC website.  ECC pays for this ñfreeò 

service by selling advertising on the e-mail message, but they do not sell the list of e-mail sub-

scribers. 

 

 

Joliet Catholic Academy 2009/2010  

First Quarter Honor Roll  
 

¥ Bruno, Francis ñAò Honor Roll 

¥ Smith, Clayton ñBò Honor Roll 

¥ Ragen, James ñBò Honor Roll 

¥ Smith, Carson ñBò Honor Roll  
 

Nazareth Academy 2009/2010  

First Quarter Honor Roll  

¥ Jaime Munizzi ñAò Honor Roll   

Alumni Highlights 
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St. Nicholas 
December 6 

 

Bishop 
¥ Died 350? 

¥ Asia Minor 

¥ Patron of Greece, Sicily, Russia, bakers, brides, children, merchants, travelers, sailors 

 

About four hundred churches in England alone are named for St. Nicholas, a very kind and good bishop 

who lived in Lycia, which was southeast of Turkey.  It is believed he was present at the Council of Nicea.  

The many legends about his life make it difficult for us to know exactly how Bishop Nicholas helped the 

people in his diocese of Myra to love and serve God and one another. 

 

St. Nicholas was especially kind to poor people who had no one to help them.  One story tells how St. 

Nicholas freed three unjustly imprisoned officers.  Another tells how he brought back to life three innocent 

boys who were murdered. 

 

One of the best known stories is about a poor man who did not have enough money for his three daughters 

to get married.  At that time, a girl had to have a certain amount of money before she could get married.  St. 

Nicholas felt sorry for the man and his daughters.  He planned a way to help them.  One night Nicholas took 

a bag of gold and threw it through an open window into the room where the man was sleeping.  St. Nicholas 

then hurried away, so that the man would not know where the gold came from.  Not long after this, St. 

Nicholas heard that the eldest daughter had gotten married.  St. Nicholas tried his secret trick again.  Once 

again it worked.  This time there was a wedding for the second daughter.  Some time later, St. Nicholas 

took a third bag of gold and threw it into the manôs house.  This time, as he was hurrying away, the poor 

man caught up with him.  The man thanked St. Nicholas over and over again for helping him.  His youngest 

daughter was soon married. 

 

All during his life, St. Nicholas showed his love for God by helping people.  Even today, in the Nether-

lands, Germany, and Switzerland, on the eve of St. Nicholasôs feast children put out their empty shoes to 

receive gifts from St. Nicholas.  In America and England St. Nicholas has come to be known as Santa 

Claus. 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, pray for us and  
help us to give gifts of love to others! 
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Know Your Faith 
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